Housing Homeless Forum

Thursday 24th March, 10-12.30pm

In the Millennium Chamber, Littlehampton Town Council
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ADC Housing Benefits
Minutes from Last Meeting:
These were approved.

Matters Arising:

We are out of time for the flyer from CAB to be circulated.

Update from Arun Housing Department:

Rough Sleepers:

CW tabled copies of the rough sleeper strategy and gave a brief update. 
1.At the end of the summer ADC reported to the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG). There have been multi agency meetings with statutory partners to look at rough sleepers in Bognor Regis.  A strategy was put in place which went to ADC’s cabinet, this was approved. This allows the development of a range of tools with the resources available to deliver within the schedules.
2.All European Economic Area (EEA) nationals are entitled to remain in the UK beyond the initial three month period if they are exercising a Treaty Right as a worker, a self-employed person, a student or a self-sufficient person. Most rough sleepers will not meet these criteria. ADC has begun discussions with the UK Border Agency about implementing a pilot scheme to remove EEA nationals and other foreign nationals who are rough sleeping and have not been willing to participate in voluntary reconnection schemes. Expanding Communities Team provide translation and interpretation services. 
3.ADC is looking at reliable premises as a provision for a severe weather shelter which could be available between 1 December and 31 March. They would like to retain the building at Glenlogie in Bognor Regis but also look for somewhere smaller. 
If anyone is aware of any premises please contact CW at Corinne.waterfield@arun.gov.uk
ACTION ALL

An operational group will be formed to oversee the strategy of rough sleepers with monthly meetings taking place. 
Review of Allocations Policy

CW tabled copies of the allocations policy review and gave a brief update.

Consultation finishes 31/03/11.

Policy can be found at http://www.arun.gov.uk/assets/Housing/Allocation_policy.pdf
Consultation at http://www.arun.gov.uk/assets/Housing/Allocations_Policy_Consultation_Analysis_of_Responses_Jan2011.pdf
The policy went to committee for authority to review and update it. Localism Bill has since come in which will need to be incorporated in the allocations policy. There is concern over underrepresentation of young people. Focus groups will need to focus on younger people. 

CW will come out and talk to providers.

ACTION CW

Feedback is very important.

Homeless Strategy:

ADC Homeless Strategy
The Strategy runs out in 2012 but needs reviewing now. We need to get a living document so we all know where we are going and identify volunteers to form a steering group to develop drafts, working towards the new homeless strategy.

Everyone will be consulted, focus groups sessions will run, but help is required to coordinate this. We would like a draft by the beginning of May.

Feedback to SW if you would like to be part of this focus group and how much commitment you would like to give, whether it is monthly meetings or you can attend a 1 off meeting.

ACTION ALL

ACTION SW

The group will be formalised as a reference group for the strategy, encouraging people to put the work in now. 
Homelessness budget has not been cut by government.

Update from Housing Benefits:

There is a 4 week delay to process new claims and changes, due to shortage of staff. They will be taking on new contract staff (takes a year to train) and temporary staff from 4th April 2011. At present working in date order but will prioritise if a landlord rings.
They are working closely with housing options – payments direct to landlords, but a lot of problems although provision is coming in to cope/prevent this. 
Changes are coming in for the local housing allowance scheme, all landlords are aware of this and Arun Benefits  will work towards implementing these changes smoothly. 
Feedback from Projects on Developments and/or Current Issues:

Connexions – MC

There have been lots of restructuring, changes and loss of budgets.

Youth Offending Service will no longer have a designated connexions officer from the 1st April 2011. Young people will have to visit the connexions shop rather than getting the individual support.

Sussex Probation – CP

Like everyone, restructuring and lots of changes.
Chichester & Arun CAB –DD
Debt advisors are having extra training. 
Bognor Housing Trust – LK
They are still full with a waiting list. Workshops will be starting shortly, 

Move on has been slow since January, just starting to pick up now. 

Stonepillow – CJ

St Martins is closing; staff are being pro-active and will provide a service from Sands, where the GP will move to. Sands will welcome them with a drop-in from April, before becoming more structured with appointments.
St Josephs is also becoming far more pro-active when clients come in off the street; restructure is to put responsibility back onto them. 

The restore project is funded for 4 years. Offering work experience to learn skills like painting, DIY etc, helping to bridge the gap, taking the step to find work. A launch will follow shortly.

Big Love – MJ

MC gave an update on behalf of MJ.

There are about 15 rough sleepers, 9 British, 6 Eastern European. They are seeing more young people.

English Migrant Project – MC
Evening English classes taking place at Bognor Regis Baptist Church on Tuesday evenings. Free English class for the homeless with lunch included at Rosealee Café, 10 people so far attending. 
Housing Strategy – AE
AE gave a brief outline of the housing strategy.
Things are moving forward. Raise the Roof; the community led housing strategy is available along with the executive summary on the ADC website www.arun.gov.uk
The strategy highlights the delivery of affordable housing, 1000 affordable homes for local people over the next 5 years with the minimum of 50 affordable homes in rural areas. The first year has produced 196. 
Arun Market Housing is working with developers, asking them to give commitment to local companies offering apprenticeships, training and NVQ’s for young people. 
Arun Developer and Charter Plus, talks are underway with cabinet. Barret homes, Butlins and Berkley homes are already on board helping to increase economic growth. 

ADC has decided it is necessary to commission a Foyer scheme in the district for young people aged 16–25. The Arun Foyer will be designed to offer integrated access to, at a minimum affordable accommodation, training, guidance, personal development and job searching facilities. Funding was approved last month.
Littlehampton Town Council – RP

In partnership with ADC and the LSP, Littlehampton TC are working with Brighton & Hove Albion Football Club to provide 1 hour of football, ‘On the Ball’ on a Wednesday morning with post match providers coming in to talk about benefits, CV writing, budgeting etc. 25 people so far attending. 

Grants programme opens on 1st April. 

LTC Homelink – KF
Support for homelessness since December has increased with issues around advice, evictions, landlords, moving etc. There has been an increase in households in crisis, food shortages, and families in need.

In 2007 they saw 12 rough sleepers, last month only 1 in Littlehampton. 

A new project is opening shortly, a training centre for horticulture, a shop and café, working with the Princes Trust. The café will be used in summer evenings by young people as an internet café.

Attracted some funding enabling LTC Homelink to develop their marketing, employ more people and extend staff contracts.

A rough sleeper of 18 months ago is launching his own social enterprise.

Working with schools from age 5 to GCSE level, planning a diversity day with The Littlehampton Academy.

Date of Next Meeting:
Thursday 14th July, 10-12pm, Bognor Regis, venue to be confirmed. 

Attendance at these meetings has been poor recently. At today’s meeting it was decided we will hold 3 meetings a year. If you cannot attend please let SW know.

ACTION ALL

