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Get Chichester Working – National Apprenticeship Week 6th February to 10th February 2012
Press Release 1st February 2012 

Chichester in Partnership has led the way on Apprenticeships, bringing together the following strategic partners to promote apprenticeships across the district:-

· Chichester College
· Chichester Chamber of Commerce and Industry

· Chichester District Council (CDC)
· Jobcentre Plus

· National Apprenticeship Service

· Voluntary and Community Action Chichester District 
· West Sussex County Council (WSCC)
National Apprenticeship Week is 6th February to 10th February 2012. 
The Week, which is led and co-ordinated by the National Apprenticeship Service (NAS), will take place from 6 – 10 February and looks set to be the biggest and best yet, with more than 500 events and activities planned across England. National Apprenticeship Week is designed to celebrate Apprenticeships and the positive impact they have on individuals and businesses. A huge range of organisations support the Week by organising activities including employers, apprentices, business support and sector organisations, learning providers, colleges and schools.
 In Chichester the college will be holding a number of initiatives to encourage local businesses to take on apprentices these will include:-

· Taster Sessions

· Apprenticeship Advice Sessions

· The opportunity to shadow Apprentices.  
Senior Managers from CDC, Chichester College  and WSCC will be going “back to the floor” shadowing an apprentice to find out what it is like!

Along with all these events a new apprenticeship guide, co-authored by West Sussex County Council will be launched. The guide aims to provide practical advice and guidance to employers across the UK on how to design and run high-quality Apprenticeships, and will be available on the CIPD’s website from the Monday 6 February 2012.
Breakfast Meetings.

Following on from this promotional week,  the task and finish group will be holding a series of breakfast meetings for small and medium sized local businesses to attend to find out more about apprenticeships and what they can do for your business and grants available to support taking on an apprentice.  Employers who already have apprenticeships will be on hand to talk about their experiences.

 The first breakfast meeting is being held on the 8th March at Chichester College. If you are interested in attending this event please contact Jennifer Mitchell on Jennifer.Mitchell@chichester.ac.uk  or 01243 786321 ext 2147. Book now for your free place; numbers are limited!
