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	01243 785166 x 4744
	IDS/Consultation
	
	  19th January 2012

	or e-mail:

ismith@chichester.gov.uk
	
	
	


Dear Sir or Madam

Re:  CONSULTATION - Retention of the London Conditions of Fitness for Hackney Carriages for the Chichester District 
In the late 1980’s Chichester District Council made a decision to only licence London style cabs as taxis (also known as Hackney Carriages)  Taxis work differently from Private Hire vehicles in that taxis may ply for hire from designated taxi stands and can be ‘hailed’ in the street. Private Hire vehicles must always be pre-booked and have to work under the control of an Operator.
The design and construction of the London cab is set out in a policy document referred to as the London Conditions of Fitness.

From time to time it is necessary for a Licensing Authority to review the relevance of an existing policy and the Council have decided to take a closer look at this particular issue.
It is unfair and wrong for anyone to feel that a Council policy may create an atmosphere of discrimination. Equally, it is of the utmost importance that licensed Hackney Carriages have the capability to safely accommodate the community as a whole and that no one feels at a disadvantage.
The London Conditions of Fitness were introduced for a number of reasons including their ease of recognition as a hackney carriage and the high level of safety for both the driver and passengers.  It is also important to point out that all London style cabs have the capability to carry wheelchairs and legislation places a duty upon licensing authorities to make sure that all or a high percentage of hackney carriages can provide safe and convenient transport for disabled passengers.

The London style cab is purpose built and is generally understood to be safe, manoeuvrable, recognisable and fully accessible for use by disabled passengers and passengers who use a wheelchair. Certain features are built into the design and construction to benefit passengers including the provision of ramps, a swivel seat, sight patches on seats, grab handles, a loop system to aid communication between the driver and passenger, an access step and ample interior lights.  

The design and dimensions of the London style cab have remained constant whereas the needs of some disabled persons have changed. Wheelchairs have increased in size and in some cases, users of a longer wheelchair than the standard reference 
1200mm. wheelchair, have found the London style cab too restrictive inside to achieve a comfortable travelling position. 
2.

In 2010, Transport for London, who oversees the taxi regime in the capital, reviewed the Conditions of Fitness policy and as Chichester has an identical policy, it seems appropriate to adopt the same approach. The purpose of this letter is to invite your general comments and seek your views and answers to the following questions. 

1. How many people in Chichester use wheelchairs which, when in use, cannot be safely accommodated by taxis currently operating within the Chichester district?

2. How many of those people would be likely to hail taxis on the street rather than pre-book?

3. What other means of transport are available to them?

4. To what extent they would be materially assisted by having a taxi fleet containing some accessible taxis?

As part of this policy review and consultation, Chichester District Council made a decision to licence an alternative vehicle as a hackney carriage, known in the trade as an E7 or Eurotaxi. To date, six such vehicles have been licensed but the sole purpose of this departure from our present policy is to obtain a practical appraisal of the E7 and assess its capabilities. No decision has been made to depart from the London Conditions of Fitness until all comments have be received, collated and considered by the Council’s Licensing and Enforcement Committee in March 2012.

The consultation is due to end on the 10th February 2012 and your written response to these questions and general comments would be greatly appreciated. 
Please reply by email direct to: lfoord@chichester.gov.uk or ismith@chichester.gov.uk
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 Yours faithfully
Ian Smith
Ian Smith

Senior Technical Officer

Licensing Team

Environmental Health Services

Chichester District Council

